ASI wraps 
up fall 
semester 


292 West Media to launch 
next spring. 


By Meghan McGillicuddy 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Long Beach Provost Brian Jer- 
sky updated the Associated Students, Inc. 
Senate on student enrollment for next year 
during their meeting Wednesday night. 

A total of 93,110 students applied for 
fall 2017, but only 8,000 students will be 
accepted. About half of the accepted ap- 
plicants will be freshmen and half will be 
transfers; however, this doesn’t include 


international and out-of-state students, 


Jersky said. 


Jersky also updated the senate on all of © 


the senator's efforts to protest the Cal State 
University system tuition hike. 

Throughout the semester, ASI sena- 
tors have hosted events and community 
forums to encourage students to submit 
their feedback about a potential tuition 
hike. 

If the tuition hike passes, undergrad- 
uate students will pay an additional $270 
per semester and graduate students will 
pay an additional $312 per semester. 

“For the first time, the CSU Board of 
Trustees told the state legislature that we 
cannot do the graduation initiative unless 
you give us more money,’ Jersky said. 

In January, Gov. Jerry Brown mandat- 
ed a graduation initiative that requires 
the CSU to increase its graduation rates 
by 2025. The initiative states that the CSU 
must increase their rates for four-year 
graduates by 40 percent and six-year grad- 
uates by 70 percent. 

Last month, CSULB was granted 
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Junior guard Evan Payne goes for a lay up uring Tong Beach State’s 75-66 win Weth e 
~ snapped a nine-game losing streak for the 
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Sanctuary status declared for Santa Ana 


Brian van der Brug | Los Angeles Times 


Students march on downtown Los Angeles after walking out of class Nov. 14 in Los Angeles. Demonstrators de- 


manded local politicians to declare L.A. County a sanctuary. 


City council 

members vote to not 
question resident’s 
documentation or legal 
status. 


By Michael Garcia 
Staff Writer 


Santa Ana declared itself a sanc- 
tuary city Tuesday, after city council 
members voted unanimously in fa- 
vor of the protective move. 

According to a Los Angeles Time 
article, “Santa Ana declares itself a 
sanctuary city in defiance of Trump,’ 
city council members want to make 
the declaration official as an ordi- 
nance and will follow major cities 
such as Chicago, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. 

Rafael Topete, Director of Cal 
State Long Beach’s Dream Success 


Center, said there is no clear defini- 


‘tion of what a sanctuary city is. Most 
_ have policies or laws that protect un- 


documented immigrants and usually 
prohibit police officers from ques- 
tioning documentation. 

As a commuter school, CSULB 
hosts many students from surround- 
ing cities, including Santa Ana. 

“T am 100 percent in support of 
the movement,” sophomore psychol- 
ogy major Eddie Le said. “I’m actu- 
ally from Santa Ana and I have close 
friends [who] are undocumented. 
I’ve grown up with them and they 
belong in the community just as 
much as I do.” 

Topete said that although the act 
is good for residents’ morale and 
shows elected officials are support- 
ing all citizens of Santa Ana, there is 
a downside of declaring a city a sanc- 
tuary - specifically, the mixed media 
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Domestic violence in parking lot 


and graffiti in Theatre Arts Building 


By Selena Gonzalez 
Staff Writer 


Domestic Violence Incident in Park- 
ing Lot: 

A female and male were reported by 
staff Monday for a domestic violence 
incident. The incident took place in 
Parking Structure 1 located on Mer- 
riam Way. The two parties involved, 
who are both 20 years old, were seen 
arguing and pushing each other; how- 
ever, only the female is a Cal State Long 
Beach student. A report was taken by 
University Police on the male suspect. 
He was advised under the Section 
Code 626, which states that if the sus- 
pect is seen again within the next week 
on campus, he will be arrested. 


MEETING 
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$2.4 million from the Federal Depart- 
ment of Education. With the money, 
Jersky said he will be adding more 
classes so students can complete their 
majors within four years. 

After Jersky’s presentation, the ASI 
Media Board Chairman Julio Ro- 
sales announced that the media con- 
vergence project 22 West Media will 
launch next spring. 


Restroom Vandalized: 

Theater Arts staff reported Monday 
that one of their restrooms had been 
vandalized during the early hours of 
the morning. Someone wrote “A tranny 
teaches here” in the women’s restroom 
on the second floor. The incident is un- 
der investigation and there are no sus- 
pects at the moment. 


Car Window Broken: 

A university employee report- 
ed to UPD Saturday that his car had 
been broken into in Parking Lot 9 on 
Beach Drive. The driver's side window 
was broken and the suspect had gone 
through the vehicle. The reporting par- 
ty later found his belongings on the 
sidewalk on Palo Verde Avenue across 
from Parking Lot 11. 


The 22 West Media project will be 
a website that combines content from 
the three ASI media outlets on cam- 
pus: KBeach Radio, College Beat and 
the Union Weekly. 

Users will be able to look at content 


on one website, rather than navigating . 


to each site individually, Rosales said. 

“We want to show that these aren't 
just school media outlets,’ Rosales 
said. “We want to show they can pro- 
duce professional content as well.” 

As a way to commemorate the se- 
mester, the ASI senators reviewed 
some of their accomplishments of the 


did you know the 


daily 49er 
has a 


youtube channel? 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


Skateboard Stolen: 

A male student reported Dec. 1 that 
his skateboard had been stolen. He for- 
got his skateboard next to a red Honda 
Civic and found it inside another vehi- 
cle. No arrest was made, but the driver 
of a Chevy van was listed as the possi- 
ble suspect. 


Disgruntled student makes fuss in 
Daily 49er newsroom: 

UPD responded to a complaint 
Monday that a male student was ha- 
rassing the Daily 49er staff in their 
newsroom in Liberal Arts 4. After 
being asked to leave by multiple staff 
members, UPD was called to escort 
him out. His information was taken 
by the officers on scene and he was re- 
leased soon after. 


past months. 

“Senate is really what you put into 
it,” ASI vice president Logan Vournas 
said. “The reason reason why you're 
here and the reason why you show up 
every week is important.” 

ASI passed several resolutions 
during the semester, including ex- 
panded the study space for the Col- 
lege of Engineering and added more 
gender-inclusive restrooms on cam- 
pus. 

Wednesday night’s meeting was the 
last senate meeting of the fall 2016 se- 


mester. 
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attention and the potential for 
the city to be cut from federal 
funding by not following feder- 
al law. 

“It is the first city in Orange 
County [to declare itself a sanc- 
tuary city], and signifies that 
Orange County has changed 
dramatically, Topete said. 

Santa Ana is the sec- 
ond-most populated city in 
Orange County, a historically 
conservative-leaning area. 

“Tm from Newport Beach 
and they’re pretty conservative. 
I think it could be beneficial 
but I don't 


they house dangerous immi- 
grants. who commit crimes 
against Americans. 

According to the United 
States Census Bureau website, 
Long Beach has a Latinx popu- 
lation of 40 percent, as well as a 
Latino mayor and police chief. 

“If we look at what May- 
or [Robert] Garcia and Police 
Chief [Robert Luna] have said 
and look at their actions, that 
speaks whether Long Beach 
would be considered a sanctu- 
ary city and I would say it is,” 
Topete said. “I think whether 
the [declaration] comes or not, 
people should feel safe because 
the spirit of a sanctuary city is 
there.” 

Topete said that Long Beach 

has done 


know how it more to 
works and if GG protect un- 
they can get document- 
ek. I definitely think Long au geal 

» sopho grants than 
more crim- Beach should declare other cities 
inal justice itself as a sanctuary that have 
major Aus- —_ city, especially because ‘declared 
tin Rogal- of the demographics. themselves 
la said. “I , sanctuaries. 
think peo- [Undocumented Accord- 
ple should immigrants] have more ing to’ a 
aim for. of a need and are more Long Beach 
higher ed- effected. Press Tele- 
ucation. gram = arti- 
Everyone -Eddie Le, cle “Long 
should have CSULB sophomore Beach may 
an equal psychology major 99 find itself 
opportuni- at odds with 
ty? Donald 

Accord- Trump on 


ing to the United States Census 
Bureau webiste, Santa Ana’s 
population is 72 percent Lat- 
inx, 10 percent Asian, 9 percent 
white, 1 percent black and Na- 
tive American populations and 
0.3 percent Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander. 

“I think it’s good that they 
declared themselves a sanctu- 
ary city,” sophomore human de- 
velopment major Johana Meza 
said. “Just bécause people are 
undocumented doesn’t mean 
they’re bad unless they’re com- 
mitting crimes. If they’re just 
working and going to school, 
it shouldn't matter whether 
they’re undocumented or not.” 

A CNN article titled “Trump 
condemns sanctuary cities, but 
what are they?” states that sanc- 
tuary cities do not cooperate 
with federal immigration laws 
and authorities. President-elect 
Trump said he would cut fund- 
ing to sanctuary cities and that 
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immigration policy, Luna said 
Long Beach police will con- 
tinue to follow the Trust Act, 
which prevents police from 
keeping individuals in custody 
solely for an immigration hold, 
unless they have convictions of 
prior felonies. 

“I definitely think Long 
Beach should declare itself as 
a sanctuary city, especially be- 
cause of the demographics. 
[Undocumented immigrants] 
have more of a need and are 
more effected,” Le said. 

Topete said that another pos- 
sibility would be to have Los 
Angeles County or the entire 
state be declared a sanctuary. 

“It would show we are very 
progressive,’ Topete said. “I 
think it would only make sense 
if the state would declare it and 
it would save putting individual 
cities as targets. It would also 
have to outline what it means 
[to be a sanctuary].” 
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Francine Orr | Los Angeles Times 


Hillary Morse, 22, of Oakland mourns the loss of two of her close friends in the warehouse fire on Tuesday, Dec. 6, in Oakland. Morse said she was suppose to be at the party at the warehouse, and 


lives in the neighborhood. 


> 


Causes of Oakland fire investigated 


By Richard Winton 
Los Angeles Times 


With the recovery of bodies from the 
Oakland, Calif., warehouse fire now com- 
plete, officials are now focusing their at- 
tention on determining the cause of the 
blaze that killed 36 people during a con- 
cert. 

Authorities Wednesday said they are 
examining all potential causes, including 
whether some sort of an electrical prob- 
lem with a refrigerator and other appli- 
ances might be responsible. They stressed 
they have not made any final determina- 
tions. 

Former residents of the warehouse 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


have described it as a serious fire danger, 
lacking sprinklers and filled with debris, 
trash and old furniture. Photos from in- 
side the building show a vast tangle of 
electrical wires as well as a heating system 
that appeared to be hooked up to portable 
propane generators. 

At the time of the fire, Oakland offi- 
cials were investigating the warehouse 
in connection with reports of code vi- 
olations and safety issues. City officials 
said the building was zoned for use as a 
warehouse, not for housing or a venue for 
concerts. 

Jean. M. Daly, a former arson prosecu- 
tor in Los Angeles and San Francisco who 
specializes in fire cases, said investigators 
are going to seek to determine where the 


fire began - “the area of origin.” They will 
do this by studying burn patterns and the 
intensity of the fire. 

“The heavier the damage, the longer 
the burn, the more likely it is the area of 
origin,” Daly said. 

In this case, she said, authorities have 
alluded to a 45-degree pattern of the burn 
near three appliances - a refrigerator, a 
smaller fridge and a toaster — suggesting 
that is where the fire might have started. 

But uncovering the origins of the fire 
“will take a microscopic examination of 
the appliances and the wiring, Daly said. 
“That takes time in a lab? 

She said the situation is rather like the 
chicken-and-the-egg problem: Did an 
appliance ignite the fire or did wiring to 


an appliance set the appliance on fire? She 
said investigators for the federal Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex- 
plosives would take the parts of the appli- 
ances to their lab tq examine the plugs, the 
motors and other parts. 

At the same time, the investigators will 
examine the building's wiring and break- 
ers for short circuits and overloads and do 
what is known as arc mapping. ~ 

“They are going to look for ... signs that 
it burned before the appliances and the 
building,” Daly said. “Once investigators 
isolate the cause, they can then seek to de- 
termine who is responsible” Robert Rowe, 
a former Downey, Calif. fire marshal and 
a fire investigator, said determining the 
age of the warehouses wiring would be 


one of the first issues addressed. 

“Have there been any upgrades to 
the electrical system or is this the orig- 
inal wiring? Back when this was a ware- 
house, its electrical system was designed 
for a particular purpose,’ he said. “But 
modern equipment, laptops, chargers, 
sound systems, air conditioners and 
fridges place a very different burden on 
the system.” 

Rowe said the building’s electrical 
system might have been modified with- 
out permits. Circuit breakers may have 
been replaced with large amp breakers 
because they were tripping. “When you 
don't replace the wiring, that can overtax 
the system and overheat the wiring,’ he 
said. 
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minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
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fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 
Please call for details. 
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Entirely Online 


December 19-January 20 
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» Accelerate your progress 
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REGISTER NOW! 


(800) 963-2250 | www.ccpe.csulb.edu/winter 


» #DoersDo 
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Christmas lights line the streets of the Altadena, California Christmas tree lane. 


Never fear, winter break is almost here 


Check out some activities to do over 
winter beak, before finals break you. 


By Natalee Coloman 
Staff Writer 


If you plan on staying in the area for the holidays, here is a list 
of activities to enjoy : 

In the Long Beach and surrounding cities. After next week, it’s 
time to take academics out of your mind and put in some holiday 
cheer. 


The Queen Mary Chill: 

Enter “Alice in Winterland, this year’s theme for the historic 
boat’s holiday extravaganza. The event is filled with bright lights, 
rides, snow, ice skating and much more. Queen Mary Chill is open 
through Jan. 8, and tickets are available for $35 on the Queen 
Mary’s website — but there are deals for $20 tickets available on 
Groupon. 


L.A. Zoo Lights: 

The L.A. Zoo presents “ZooLAbrate!” the 50th Anniversary 
celebration light spectacular. From now through Jan. 8, take a 
self-guided tour through the zoo while witnessing a whimsical 


array of holiday lights and displays. The event will also have two 
live reindeer, along with their babies, for viewing and photogra- 
phy pleasure. Tickets are available on lazoolights.org for $14 on 
weeknights and $18 on the weekends. There are also discounted 
tickets available on Groupon and LivingSocial. 


The Science Behind Pixar Exhibition: 

Attention Disney Lovers: the California Science Center has 
become a Pixar wonderland, with special features on the compa- 
ny’s films ranging from “Toy Story” to “Inside Out.” The exhibit 
will showcase aspects of the filmmaking process including inter- 
active sections, life-size recreations of characters and first-hand 
accounts from Pixar employees. The exhibit will be on display 
through April 9, with student discounted tickets at $12 and gen- 
eral admission is $15. 


Dark Visions: Mid-Century Macabre: 

Post-Halloween blues got you down? Then Pasadena’s Norton 
Simon Museum has the perfect exhibit on display. With 14 fea- 
tured works ranging from the 1920s through the 1970s, the collec- 
tion includes paintings, lithographs and all things horror, death 
and violence. The best part? Students get in free. The event takes 
place every Wednesday from 12-5 p.m. through Jan. 16. 


Naples Island Annual Holiday Boat Parade: 
The 70th Annual Boat Parade will display an aura of lights and 
holiday themed decor around the island on Dec. 17. The large 
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boat parade will begin at 6 p.m., followed by the small boat parade 
at 6:45 p.m. The event is free to attend, but get there early — the 
streets close at 5.p.m. for the parade. 


Christmas Light Displays: 

Multiple neighborhoods especially enjoy getting in the holiday 
spirit, which is a bonus for everybody. Here is a list of local neigh- 
borhoods that are noted for their light displays. 

Daisy Avenue Christmas Tree Lane (between Pacific Coast 
Highway and Willow Street, Long Beach) 

Altadena Christmas Tree Lane (East Woodbury Road and Santa 
Rosa Avenue, Pasadena) 

Canals of Naples, Long Beach (East 2nd Street and East Naples 
Plaza, Long Beach) : 

Sleepy Hollow, Torrance (23220 Robert Road, Torrance) 

Candy Cane Lane, Woodland Hills (Lubao Avenue and Oxnard 
Street, Woodland Hills) 

Cruise of Lights, Huntington Beach (16889 Algonquin Street, 
Huntington Beach). 

Eagle Hills Christmas Lights (East Lambert Road and Sunflow- 


er Street, Brea) 


Whether you fa la la la love the holiday season, or just need 
to let out some stress from all the studying, there’s plenty of ac- 
tivities to enjoy during winter break that won't break your bank. 
Study hard now, and mark your calendars for a fun-filled holiday 
vacation. 


By JASON ENNS 
‘Arts & Life Editor 


Go watch ae music. In the words of Shia LaBeous, “Doi it? Really, do it. Here's a elenae with ¢ ever sthing 
you i need to pe fo... doi _ 


Thursday 


Scott Heustis Group 


The Brass Lamp 

245 The Promenade N 
#100, Long Beach, CA 
90802 

8 p.m. 

FREE 


Friday 


“Rogue One” pre-party 
with: 

Sithfits 

Jedi 


Alex’s Bar 

2913 E Anaheim St, 
Long Beach, CA 90804 
8 p.m. 

$5 


Saturday 


The Spies Who Loved 
Me 

Bearcoon 

Cowboy & Indian 


The Prospector 
2400 E 7th St, Long 
Beach, CA 90804 
10 p.m. 

$5 


Sunday 


Jaime and Nicole 
Jesus Saldana 

The LB Legacy Band 
Thandizar 


Uptown Bixby Knolls 
4340 Atlantic Ave, 
Long Beach, CA 90807 
11 a.m. 

FREE 


TI 
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Concept creates cash for CSULB student 


Interior design major 
wins second place in 
competition. 


By Navy Keophan 
Staff Writer 


Francis Redublo froze in her seat as 
she heard her name being announced. 

The senior interior design major was 
surprised and relieved to find out her 
team came in second place at the Inter- 
national Interior Design Association's 
Southern California Student Design 
Charette. 

“T couldn't believe it at first’ Redub- 
lo said. “My team was either in tears or 
clapping and cheering with excitement. 
This was the first time I participated in 
the IIDA Charette but I had done a sim- 
ilar event in the past” 

Her team, which included Leah Im- 
pey, San Diego Mesa College; Lindsay 
Graves, Mt. San Antonio College; Tyera 
Black-Davis, Art Institute San Diego; 
and Maegan Iamjan, Otis College of Art 
and Design, won $4000 for their design 
concept, which utilized urban garden- 
ing in a flexible retail concept. 

Students were placed in six teams 
with five members to develop a flexible 


retail concept located in Downtown 
Los Angeles that included a specialty 


market, a bistro restaurant and a cook- 
ing classroom. The teams then had 4.5 
hours to collaborate and come up with 
a creative concept and solution. 

“The concept of our design was ‘Ber- 
gamot; which showcased vertical gar- 
dens with growing herbs and produce 
to represent living in Los Angeles, 
Redublo said. “The market, restaurant, 
classroom and kitchen is surrounded 
by bountiful gardens where the users 
can just select fresh produce from the 


- 


garden itself and purchase it” 
The teams were given five minutes to 
present their projects to a panel of judg- 


es from design and architecture firms _ 


located in Southern California and oth- 
er students. The panel met with each 
group in private. After a short wait, the 
first and second place winner were an- 
nounced. Group 5, which Redublo was 
a member of, came in second place. 
Held Noy. 14 at Irvine-based sustain- 


able design firm LPA, Inc., the event 


Courtesy of CSULB 
Group 5 at he IIDA competition — who placed in second — consisted Maegan lamjan, Tyera Black-Davis, Lindsey 
Graves, Francis Redublo (CSULB) and Leah Impey. : 


brought together 30 students from 
interior design programs at Cal State 
Long Beach, San Diego Mesa College, 
Mt. San Antonio College, the Art Insti- 
tute of San Diego and Otis College of 
Art and Design. A maximum of three 
students from each school were nom- 
inated by BFA faculty to compete in 
the charette, Redublo said. Classmates 
Madeline Manansala and Jose Leon 
were the other two CSULB students 
chosen to join her at the event, but were 
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not part of her team. 

“We found out after [we were nom- 
inated] that the way that this competi- 
tion is set up is that it is not school versus 
school, but we would actually be com- 
peting against each other, she added. 
“By competing and working with. dif- 
ferent students from different schools, it 
shows us how it will be in the real world 
because we do not get to choose who we 
team up with on projects.” 

Collaborating with an unfamiliar 
group was hard for Redublo. She said 
they focused on their strengths and 
weaknesses when it came time to devel- 
op a design concept. 

“Tt was definitely a struggle trying to 
delegate design input because not all of 
us have the same design aesthetic,” Re- 
dublo said. “I was frustrated a lot of the 
time because I ended up doing some- 
thing that someone else was supposed 
to do” 

The senior plans on using the win 
to keep pushing herself to achieve her 
goals. 

“Winning second place definitely 
made me believe in my abilities and it 
has been a great learning experience,” 
Redublo said. “T think that it definite- 
ly taught me to work faster and to 
just stick to my decisions vs jumping 
around. Since I was given this oppor- 
tunity to compete and represent my 
program and school, I will continue to 
push myself as best as I can” 


- Finish general education requirements QUICKER. 


Get additional credits BEFORE spring semester. 


Enroll now—4-week intersession runs 


January 9 - February 5. 
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www.sac.edu 


How opinions 
can bring about 
change. 


By Jordan Daniels 
Contributing Writer 


pinions sections are 
the pinnacle of influ- 
ence. 
But, while they are 
popular, journalistic 
opinion is often overlooked by read- 
ers. People may get the impression that 
opinions pages in newspapers don't 
necessarily inform people but rather 
influence them. ; 

As~an opinions editor myself, I 
sometimes feel like readers - and even 
fellow editors — may not realize the im- 
portance of journalistic opinion. They 
might assume opinions articles have no 
structure, that op-ed writers simply rant 
without providing evidence or that the 
article has nothing to do with report- 
ing factual information. ’'m convinced 
many people get the idea that writing 
for opinions is elementary, that this lack 
of structure somehow translates into 
simplistic writing. 

Opinions are so much more than, 
“T think this sucks,’ or “I think this is 
amazing.” It’s a personal essay that re- 
quires thought and research. It’s more 
structured than you would think. You 
have to create a strong argument and 
defend it. You have to raise counter- 
points and analyze them. You have to 
pick apart other opinions and find ways 
to cultivate yours into being influential. 
Finally, you have to wrap it all up ina 
_ neat and succinct call to action. 

Its taken me years to cultivate my 
voice and claim myself as an op-ed 
writer. I used to just be a ranter, blasting 
my feelings on Facebook until I began 
to solidify my points with proof. I just 
didn't give the deets, I also had the re- 
ceipts. 

Don't get me wrong, rants can hold 
just as much power as other Op-Eds, 
as rants fit along the opinions-writing 
spectrum, but there needs to be sup- 
port and validity to what your message 
is. 

In a Huffington Post article titled, 
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“15 Important Truths About Opin- 
ion, by Katie Hoffman, Hoffman notes 


~ that, “We have a habit of assuming that 


opinions are regulated by common 
sense.” 

We hear opinions in daily conversa- 
tions regarding politics, social issues, 
popular culture, etc., but there is a dif- 
ference between telling someone that 
you like a Halo and telling them why it’s 
a good game. Bod 

“Everyone has an opinion? is a 
phrase I hear often from my peers 
and that’s a totally fair statement. Yet, 
not everyone knows how to craft their 
opinion. : 

I dare to say this — writing opinions 
is the most challenging style of writing. 


Editorial Office 
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The power behind people’s 
voices is tremendous and 
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Reporting news is straightforward. 
“Feature writing is more personal and 
can hold first-person elements, but it’s 
more of a profile than opinion-based. 
These are all about facts and informa- 
tion while op-eds are about challenging 
others to think differently. 

The power behind people’s voices is 
tremendous and can influence others to 
do something, whether it’s protesting, 
making policy changes or simply giving 
back to their community. 

Strong opinions evoke change. 

Thought leaders like Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Malcolm X and Audre Lorde 
have shaped our opinions on peace and 
civil rights. In the same way, dictators 
like Adolf Hitler and Fidel Castro have 
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Lon 


shaped public consensus on matters like 
racial supremacy and extremist politics. 
It’s scary to think about, but opinions af- 
fect us so much more than we give them 
credit for. 

These opinions are always around to 
influence us. ° 

See, I’ve always wanted to be a public 
figure since I was a child. 

Not a celebrity or politician or any- 
thing in between. My aim wasn't neces- 
sarily to become famous necessarily, but 
rather to make my voice heard. 

If you've ever met me, youd think 
Id have an immense personality and 
a mastery over my own voice. But, the 
irony is that I grew up thinking my 
opinion didn't matter. I was bullied 
often, picked on for my weight, my 
speech impediment, my sexuality, etc. It 
seemed as if my entire being provided 
endless ammunition for discrimination. 
It took me awhile to learn how to fight 
back, not physically, but through my 
words. 

I would write in journals during class 
and at home. I wrote stories, I wrote po- 
etry and I wrote my thoughts. I would 
form opinions about the world around 
me and craft words to combat the war 
zones of recess and lunchtime gossip. 
Those words became my armor, which 
I carried with me throughout primary 
school. 

It wasn't until I got to college that I 
solidified my voice. It was Valyrian Steel 
and sharper than diamonds. It was so 
powerful that I began to see the weight 
it could carry in people’s own thoughts. 
I realized that my voice could be influ- 
ential — that my opinions could affect 
the way someone thinks. 

According to a New York Times ar- 
ticle titled “Op-Ed and You,’ by Trish 
Hall, people write “for the influence, for 
the chance to reach an audience, to say 
something that's been bothering them, 
driving them crazy, something that no 
one else seems to be saying” 

Opinions sections are so much more 
than billboards for people to rant on. 
They're spaces and platforms for people 
to be heard and others to read. 

If you've ever read my other pieces, 
Ill sound like a broken record because 
I'm constantly pushing the notion of 
exercising your voice — I cannot stress 
enough how much your voice matters. 

If you want to be heard, then all you 
have to do is speak. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Cece Wilson’s hot shooting 
night paces 49ers in win 


Long Beach State women’s 
basketball team beats © 
Pacific 66-58 Wednesday 
night at Walter Pyramid. 


By Grester Celis-Acosta 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball survived a late fourth quarter run 
defeating Pacific 66-58 Wednesday in the 
Walter Pyramid. 

The Tigers (3-5) had 17 turnovers in 
the game and held an early lead in the first 
quarter until the 49ers (5-4) tied the game 
at the 4:55 mark with eight points each. 
From that point on, LBSU never let Pacific 
regain the lead. 

The Tigers made a late 9-3 fourth 
quarter run at the 3:50 mark, but it wasn’t 
enough. 

“We made a push,” Pacific head coach 
Bradley Davis said. “But we dug ourselves 
into big a hole” : 

The 49ers, on the other hand, made 


some mistakes along the way as they com- 


mitted 15 turnovers, including five in the 
fourth quarter. 

“Once we got a little bit poised and 
remained patient, understood time and 
score, we got good possessions when we 
needed to down the stretch; 49ers head 
coach Jody Wynn said. “For a while there, 
we didn’t get good possessions because we 
were coughing up the ball too much” 

The 49ers still ended up scoring 13 
points in the fourth, which was enough 
to hold off the 16 points that the Tigers 
put up. 

Junior guard Cece Wilson had a big 
night setting a career-high in points with 
20 for the game. The 5-foot 8-inch player 
was on fire from behind the arc, making 
five out six three-pointers in the game. 


GAME 


LOCATION 


“J don't know, I just felt good tonight? 


Wilson said. “I don’t know what to say. [I] 
just kind of let go and shot the ball.” 

Wilson wasn't the only 49er that had 
a good night, as senior forward Madison 
Montgomery posted 13 points, which in- 
cluded a hot start of six points in the first 
quarter. ; 

“Maddy was very productive,” Wynn 
said. “We isolated her and our team did a 
nice job of getting her the ball” 

The 49ers’ shooting performance was 
also key to their victory. LBSU shot 43.4 
percent from the field and went nine of 21 
from behind the arc. 

As for the Tigers, they shot 37 percent 
from the field and went six of 22 in three 
pointers. 

The 49ers were without star senior 
guard Raven Benton, who was out for an 
injury. Coach Wynn did not specify on 
her injury other than that she is currently 
“day to day.” ~ 

Despite Benton’s absence, the 49ers 
saw the return of senior point guard Anna 
Kim after she missed two games due to a 
concussion she suffered in a game against 
USC on Nov. 27. 

Kim neither started mor scored, but did 
receive valuable minutes and contributed 
two rebounds and an assist to the 49ers’ 
victory. 

After losing four games in a row, the 
49ers have now won back-to-back games 
and Wynn is happy for the team. 

“Tm just really proud of our bench, 
she said. “Everyone contributed today. So, 
it was nice to be able to see Martina [Mc- 
Cowan], it was nice to be able to see Katie. 
[Webster], other kids step up and per- 
form. I think that having Anna and Raven 
out these past two games in Arizona gave 
Tyla [Turner] some opportunity.” 

The 49ers head back on the road as 
they travel to face Loyola Marymount 
University at Gersten Pavilion at 2 p.m. 
Saturday. 
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Long Beach State sophomore guard Katie Webster goes up for a jumper against Houston during the 
49ers’ Nov. 18 win at Walter Pyramid. 
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Junior guard Evan Payne drives to the basket against a Pepperdine defender during Long Beach State’s 75-66 
Wednesday night at Walter Pyramid. The men’s basketball team snapped a nine-game winning streak. 
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LBSU snaps nine- 


game losing streak 


Long Beach State 
men’s basketball team 
beat Pepperdine 75-66 
Wednesday night. 


By Christian Gonzales 
Assistant Sports Editor 


After losing nine straight games, the 
Long Beach State men’s basketball de- 
feated Pepperdine 75-66 in a convincing 
effort on both the offensive and defen- 
sive end Wednesday night at the Walter 
Pyramid. 

With a fast start from both teams, 
LBSU (2-9) was anxious to get back to 
playing its style of basketball: fast paced. 

Pulling away early from the game, 
the 49ers pressured the Waves (4-5) into 
contested jump shots. 

LBSU junior forward Gabe Levin 
had a strong performance, blocking two 
shots in the first half. 

The scoring started off from the 
bench as freshman guard Loren Jackson 
scored 8 points in the first half. 

Junior guard Roschon Prince scored 
eight paints and grabbed nine rebounds 
off the bench. 

“I know we pride ourself on ‘no paint 
points’ and getting rebounds is a thing 
we pride ourselves on, Prince said. 
“We have been lacking in the area on 
our road games, we just try to make a 
change.” 

Pepperdine held the 49ers without a 
point for a four-minute period in the 
first half. 

Although they were held scoreless for 
that moment, LBSU ended the half with 
a 33-31 lead. 

While LBSU coach Dan Monson 
holds his team accountable if they don't 
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hold their opponents under 60: points, 
he admitted that the tough schedule he 
planned out this season lost some of his 
players confidence. 

“I didn’t want the players to play 
desperate,’ Monson said on the win. “I 
wanted a sense of urgency.” 

The Waves came out of the locker 
room fast to take an early in the second 
half. 

It wasn’t enough for Pepperdine, as 
the 49ers came out moving their feet on 
the defensive end. 

LBSU pulled away with four minutes 
left and a 70-53 lead, getting the stops 
necessary on the defensive end. 

Junior Evan Payne came out hot after 
missing two games for an undisclosed 
reason. 

“It was about getting back out there _ 
and getting [back into] in the flow, 
Payne said. “It was good getting a couple 
of reps out there in the first half” 

The 49ers had a total of five steals and 
four blocks and 12 points off turnovers. 

LBSU shot 46 percent from the field 
and will now travel to ‘Texas where the 
game will be nationally televised on 
ESPN 2 at 3 p.m. Saturday. 
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